
Coffee Talks Book Group 
September- December 2017 
Third Thursday of every month at 12:00 pm 

 
The Book for September is 

The Chilbury Ladies Choir by Jennifer Ryan 
 
As England becomes enmeshed in the early days of World War II and the men are away fighting, the women of Chilbury village forge 
an uncommon bond. They defy the Vicar’s stuffy edict to close the choir and instead “carry on singing,” resurrecting themselves as 
the Chilbury Ladies’ Choir. We come to know the home-front struggles of five unforgettable choir members: a timid widow devastated 
when her only son goes to fight; the older daughter of a local scion drawn to a mysterious artist; her younger sister pining over an 
impossible crush; a Jewish refugee from Czechoslovakia hiding a family secret; and a conniving midwife plotting to outrun her seedy 
past.  
  
An enchanting ensemble story that shuttles from village intrigue to romance to the heartbreaking matters of life and death, Jennifer 
Ryan’s debut novel thrillingly illuminates the true strength of the women on the home front in a village of indomitable spirit.  
 
The Book for October is 
2017 Community Reads Selection 

Underground Airlines by Ben Winters 
 
It is the present-day, and the world is as we know it: smartphones, social networking and Happy Meals. Save for one thing: the Civil 
War never occurred. 
 
A young black man calling himself Victor has struck a bargain with federal law enforcement, working as a bounty hunter for the US 
Marshall Service in exchange for his freedom. He's got plenty of work. In this version of America, slavery continues in four states 
called "the Hard Four." On the trail of a runaway known as Jackdaw, Victor arrives in Indianapolis knowing that something isn't right--
with the case file, with his work, and with the country itself. 
 

As he works to infiltrate the local cell of a abolitionist movement called the Underground Airlines, tracking Jackdaw through the back rooms of churches, 
empty parking garages, hotels, and medical offices, Victor believes he's hot on the trail. But his strange, increasingly uncanny pursuit is complicated by a 
boss who won't reveal the extraordinary stakes of Jackdaw's case, as well as by a heartbreaking young woman and her child--who may be Victor's salvation. 
Victor believes himself to be a good man doing bad work, unwilling to give up the freedom he has worked so hard to earn. But in pursuing Jackdaw, Victor 
discovers secrets at the core of the country's arrangement with the Hard Four, secrets the government will preserve at any cost. 

 
The Book for November is 

A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierley 
 
At only five years old, Saroo Brierley got lost on a train in India. Unable to read or write or recall the name of his hometown or even 
his own last name, he survived alone for weeks on the rough streets of Calcutta before ultimately being transferred to an agency and 
adopted by a couple in Australia. 
 
Despite his gratitude, Brierley always wondered about his origins. Eventually, with the advent of Google Earth, he had the opportunity 
to look for the needle in a haystack he once called home, and pore over satellite images for landmarks he might recognize or 
mathematical equations that might further narrow down the labyrinthine map of India. One day, after years of searching, he 
miraculously found what he was looking for and set off to find his family. 
 

A Long Way Home is a moving, poignant, and inspirational true story of survival and triumph against incredible odds. It celebrates the importance of never 
letting go of what drives the human spirit: hope.  

 
The Book for December is 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 
 
Ghana, eighteenth century: two half sisters are born into different villages, each unaware of the other. One will marry an Englishman 
and lead a life of comfort in the palatial rooms of the Cape Coast Castle. The other will be captured in a raid on her village, 
imprisoned in the very same castle, and sold into slavery.  
  
Homegoing follows the parallel paths of these sisters and their descendants through eight generations: from the Gold Coast to the 
plantations of Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. Yaa Gyasi’s extraordinary novel illuminates slavery’s 
troubled legacy both for those who were taken and those who stayed—and shows how the memory of captivity has been inscribed on 
the soul of our nation.  



Make Me Blush Book Group 
September- December 2017 
First Thursday of every month at 6:30 pm 

 
The Book for September is 

Keep Me Safe by Maya Banks 
 
When Caleb Devereaux's younger sister is kidnapped, this scion of a powerful and wealthy family turns to an unlikely source for 
help: a beautiful and sensitive woman with a gift for finding answers others cannot. 
 
While Ramie can connect to victims and locate them by feeling their pain, her ability comes with a price. Every time she uses it, it 
costs her a piece of herself. Helping the infuriatingly attractive and impatient Caleb successfully find his sister nearly destroys her. 
Even though his sexual intensity draws her like a magnet, she needs to get as far away from him as she can. 
 
Deeply remorseful for the pain he’s caused, Caleb is determined to make things right. But just when he thinks Ramie's vanished 
forever, she reappears. She’s in trouble and she needs his help. Now, Caleb will do risk everything to protect her—including his 
heart. . . . 
 
The Book for October is 

Kiss of Steel by Bec McMaster 
 
First in a thrilling steampunk paranormal romance series, Honoria Todd is being hunted by a vicious blue-blood, and her only 
chance of survival lies with the notorious master of the rookeries in Whitechapel. But at what price? Her blood? Or something 
more? 
 
Most people avoid the dreaded Whitechapel district. For Honoria, it's the last safe haven as she hides from the Blue Blood 
aristocracy that rules London through power and fear. 
 
Blade rules the rookeries―no one dares cross him. It's been said he faced down the Echelon's army single–handedly, that ever 
since being infected by the blood-craving he's been quicker, stronger, and almost immortal. 
 
When Honoria shows up at his door, his tenuous control comes close to snapping. She's so...innocent. He doesn't see her 
backbone of steel―or that she could be the very salvation he's been seeking. 
 

The Book for November is 

All I Want for Halloween by Marie Harte 
 
Dressed up and anonymous, Sadie Liberato feels powerful, sexy and free. Where better to lose herself than a masked party? 
 
Gear Blackstone's cheating ex and scheming best friend have managed to spin his life into a serious downward spiral. At least with 
a mask on he can cut loose for one night. And cut loose he does―with the sexiest, snarkiest chick he's ever met. 
 
After a scorching-hot encounter, Sadie and Gear are desperate to find each other in real life. But can the heat last when the masks 
come off? 
 
 

 
The Book for December is 

Marry Me at Christmas by Susan Mallery 
 
To bridal boutique owner Madeline Krug, organizing a Christmas wedding sounds like a joy—until she finds out she'll be working 
closely with the gorgeous brother of the bride, movie star Jonny Blaze. How will a small-town girl like her keep from falling for the 
world's sexiest guy? Especially with mistletoe lurking around every corner!  
 
Jonny came to Fool's Gold looking for normal, not for love. Happily-ever-after only happens in the movies. Still, nothing about this 
quirky town is quite what he expected, and "ordinary" Madeline is the most extraordinary woman he's ever met. Refreshingly 
honest, disarmingly sweet. Achingly beautiful.  
 
Planning the perfect wedding leads to candlelit dinners and strolls through snow-covered streets. And Madeline finds Jonny in 
real life even more captivating than her celebrity crush. But will the action star be brave enough to risk his heart and step into the 
role of a lifetime? 


